Court Epics : Inscription*
Buddhaghosha
• The story of Buddha, with slight variations from the one which has been narrated by Asvaghosa, is described by the poet Buddhaghosa in his Kavya called Padya chudamani in 10 cantos. The language has great simplicity and charm and bears close similarity to the style of Kalidasa and Asvagbosha. He may be assigned to the close of the 4th century A,D. as he is understood to have been sent on a religious mission to Ceylon in the year 387 A.D.
Inscriptions
The only remnants of Pre-Kalidasan poetry besides Asvaghosha are found in the inscriptions written in Kavya style. Most of these deal with Prasasli or the eulogies of kings or patrons. Fleet's collection of Indian Inscriptions contain more than 18 inscriptions of importance modelled after the Kavya style and giving a glimpse into the nature of epic poetry in the dark ages, namely the first five centuries of the Christian era. These inscriptions range from 350 to 550 A. D,
Girnar and Nasik Inscriptions belong to the very early period of the 2nd century A. D. The Girnar Inscription glorifies King Rudradaman and commemorates an event of the year 150 A.D. namely the restoration of the Sudarsana Lake. The Nasik Inscription is an eulogy of Pulamayi, the king of Pratishthana on the banks of the Godavari. The latter one is in Prakrit. while the former is in Sanskrit prose and verse. They use frequently, long compounds and many figures of